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Where We Stand Today
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• Nat Friedman (MIT graduate and former CEO of GitHub):

➢ GenAI will “rewrite civilization”

• Meghan Keany Anderson (head of marketing at Jasper):

➢ “reinvest in content, not composition”

➢ From “let the best writers win” to ”let the best ideas win”



Questions, questions, 
questions

• If GenAI can write better than most 
humans, what are the humanities 
supposed to teach instead of writing and 
text organization skills?

• Do these new technologies foster my 
learning and cognitive autonomy, or do 
they further promote dependence, 
addiction, and cognitive overload?

• What am I training for? 
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Human-Machine Cognitive Distribution
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▪ Cognitive burden (noise) →   Cognitive Automation

“To fall back on opinion and conventional beliefs is a socially 
sanctioned way of protecting oneself against the variety and intensity 
of occasions that lay claim to critical thought and attention.”

- D.N. Rodowick, An Education in Judgment (2021), p.3

• Preservation of energy
• Optimization



• Science “has come to mean an institutional 
enterprise rather than a personal activity, the 
solving of puzzles rather than the 
unpredictably creative activity of individual 
people.” (Illich 1973, 85)

• “Overconfidence in ‘better knowledge’ → 
people first cease to trust their own 
judgment and then want to be told the truth 
about what they know.” (ibid., 86)

• “the growing impotence of people to decide 
for themselves” (ibid.)

• “the institutionalization of values leads 
inevitably to physical pollution, social 
polarization, and psychological impotence” 
(1971, 1)
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Kornbluh (2024)

• Directness

• Immersiveness

• Literalism

• Surety

• Urgency: same-day shipping, 
on-demand services

• Extremces

• Image-overload

• Algorithmized consciousness

• Memory impairment

• Heightened anxiety

• Depression and Loneliness

• Chronic fatigue

• Climate grief

• “Generation Me” and the 
excess of ego

• ”Speak your truth!”
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1. Where We Stand Now

• Prompt engineering: “I prompt 
therefore I am”

• ask the right way and you’ll get the 
right (or a pretty good) answer

• clear division btw fact and fiction 

• immediacy

• AI detectors
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What is to be done?
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2. Where We Can 
Be Tomorrow
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An Education in Judgment 

1 Thinking (private)
• Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure Reason (1781): Vernunft vs. Verstand
• Hannah Arendt: Thought beyond the limits of the knowable; 
• a “soundless dialogue between me and myself, the two-in-one” (Thinking,” 1971, 442

• Internal difference, otherness

• Solitude: a philosophical friend  

Judgment (communal) 
• “Judgment is a quotidian practice that is reflexively exercised whenever we fail to find an 

overarching concept or rule to guide experience of whatever kind or quality.” (Rodowick, p.xvi)

• “The exercise of judgment is what brings us from the isolation of thought into a community of 
critical conversation” (ibid., 9)

3 Moral Action (political) 

• Ethics 
• Legislation 
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“If the ability to tell right from wrong should have anything to 
do with the ability to think, then we must be able to ‘demand’ 
its exercise in every sane person no matter how erudite or 
ignorant, how intelligent or stupid he may prove to be.”
 

Arendt, “Thinking and Moral Considerations” (1971), 422
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“An education in judgment is one of the most important tasks of 
the humanities because here one prepares oneself and others, 
both within and across generations, to respond imaginatively and 
critically to the emergency situations in which we find ourselves 
while forging new ethical terms for lives held in common.” 
(Rodowick, 167)

”Socratic examination [and living an examined life] d[o] not 
guarantee a good set of goals, but [they] at least guarantee[e] that 
the goal pursued will be seen clearly in relation to one another, 
and crucial issues will not be missed by haste and inadvertence.”

- Martha C. Nussbaum, Not for Profit: Why Democracy Needs the Humanities (2010), 49f.

The Practice of Judgment as the 

Mission of the Humanities
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Literature and the 
Practice of Judgment?

• “action capable of being judged as right or 
wrong has the status of a manifest content in 
most narrative writing” (Guillory 2022). 

• Cultura animi, the Humanist, and Liberal Arts 
Education (Arendt 1961)

• Ilievska: Literature
• Accessible to all
• Everyday language
• Simulation of speech and action
• Practice of aesthetic judgment (of taste, see 

Kant’s Third Critique) 
• in community following solitary reading
• (Dialogic) Imagination and representative 

thinking
• Not dependent on formal education
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From Institutions to Educational 
Webs 

• “educational webs which heighten 
the opportunity for each one to 
transform each moment of his 
living into one of learning, sharing, 
and caring.” (Illich 1971, 77)

• Q: “What kind of things and people 
might learners want to be in 
contact with in order to learn”? (ibid., 
78)
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3. What We Can Do Now
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“Wo aber Gefahr ist,

wächst das Rettende auch.”

“But where there is danger,

salvation also grows.”

 - Friedrich Hölderlin, “Patmos” (1803)
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“But where there is danger,

salvation also grows.”

“We need research on the possible use of  
technology to create institutions which serve 
personal, creative, and autonomous 
interaction and the emergence of  values 
which cannot be substantially controlled by 
technocrats.” (Illich 1971, 2)

“Technology is available to develop either 
independence and learning or bureaucracy 
and teaching.” (Illich 1973, 77)



3. What We Can Do Now

→Introducing: “Convivial AI”

• any AI-based tool that promotes “autonomous and creative 
intercourse among persons, and the intercourse of persons with 
their environment;”

• provides “access to learning resources such as things, models, 
peers, and elders;”

• fosters “individual freedom in personal interdependence;”

• ”gives each person who uses [it] the greatest opportunity to enrich 
the environment with the fruits of his or her vision.” 

(adapting llich 1973)
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▪ Socratic Dialogue as an 

Educational Web?

→ Socratic Artificial Mind (SAM)

Caneva, Gianfranco, Calcagno, Salvatore, and Giordano, Daniela, “Socratic Artificial Mind (SAM): Lessons from the Evaluation of a GPT-3 Based Chatbot for Socratic 

Dialogue.” Sistemi intelligenti XXXV, no. 2 )2023): 413-434.
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“The Socratic Method for Self-Discovery in Large Language models,” Runzhe Yang and Karthik Narasimhan, May 5, 2023.
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Ricardo Reis
Álvaro de Campos

Alberto Caiero

Bernardo Soares

Fernando Pessoa (1888-1935)

Fernando Pessoa

Heteronymy as a Model?
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Future Synergies

Cognitive Empowerment

• Solitude (not 
loneliness)

• internal dialogue
• Communal practice of 

judgment
• the examined life

Cross-Disciplinary 
Integration

• interdisciplinary 

collaborations between tech, 

tech, business, education, and 

and the humanities.

Fostering Visionary 
Solutions

• Convivial AI

• develop AI models and 

programs that function in 

heteronymic terms

• philosophical and literary 

models for thought and the 

the practice of judgment

Ilievska - Hum and GenAI - Tokyo 2024



Thank you
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